
 

 

Area of Interest Goals Next Steps 
Carbon Pollution   Reduce carbon emissions in the 

range of 17 percent below 2005 
levels by 2020 

 EPA will propose new carbon emission standards for new power 
plants by September 20, 2013 

 EPA will propose new carbon emission standards for modified, 
reconstructed and existing power plants by June 1, 2014 

 EPA will finalize existing-source proposal by June 1, 2015 
 States will submit plans to EPA outlining the steps they will take to 

control carbon emissions from existing plants by June 30, 2016 
Renewable Energy 
Production  

 Issue permits for 10 gigawatts of 
new renewable energy production 
on public lands by 2020 

 Upgrade the country’s electric grid 
to make electricity more reliable, 
save money on energy bills and 
promote clean energy sources 

 Department of Defense has committed to deploy three gigawatts of 
renewable energy on military installations by 2025 

 Department of the Interior has approved 500-megawatt wind energy 
project in Arizona to be constructed on federal lands  

 Energy projects can be designated as “high priority” under the 
Federal Infrastructure Projects Permitting Dashboard 

 President Obama has signed a Presidential Memorandum directing 
federal agencies to identify electric transmission corridors in 
western states and to streamline siting, permitting and review 
process for transmission projects 

Clean Energy  Increase funding for clean energy 
technology across all agencies by 
30 percent to approximately $7.9 
billion in the Fiscal Year 2014 

 Federal government will consume 
20 percent of its electricity from 
renewable sources by 2020 

 Department of Energy will issue a Federal Register Notice 
announcing a draft of a solicitation that would make up to $8 billion 
in loan guarantee authority available for advanced fossil energy 
projects 

 Administration will conduct a Quadrennial Energy Review  

Fuel Economy Standards   Average performance equivalent of 
54.5 miles per gallon by 2025 for 
passenger vehicles 

 Reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
from heavy-duty trucks, buses and 
vans by approximately 270 million 
metric tons through the 
implementation of the Model Year 
2014-2018 fuel economy standards 

 Administration will partner with industry leaders to develop post 
2018 fuel economy standards for heavy duty vehicles to extend and 
improve upon the fuel economy standards for Model Year 2014-
2018 introduced by the administration in 2011 

 Through the Renewable Fuels Standard, the administration will 
invest in research and development to produce next-generation 
biofuels  
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Energy Efficiency  
 

 Double 2010 energy productivity 
levels by 2030  

 Reduce carbon pollution from 
appliances and federal buildings by 
at least three billion metric tons 
cumulatively by 2030 

 Better Buildings Challenge – help 
industrial and commercial buildings 
to become at least 20 percent more 
energy efficient by 2020 
 

 Department of Energy will establish new minimum efficiency 
standards for appliances to further the successes of the standards 
set in Obama’s first term 

 Department of Agriculture’s Rural Utilities Service will finalize a 
proposed update to its Energy Efficiency and Conservation Loan 
Program to provide as much as $250 million for rural utilities to 
finance efficiency investments by businesses and homeowners in 
rural America 

 Administration will expand the Better Buildings Challenge to include 
multifamily housing. 

 Administration will launch the Better Buildings Accelerators track to 
encourage adoption of state and local policies to cut energy waste  

 Administration will initiate a partnership with the private sector to 
work towards a standardized contract to finance federal 
investments in energy efficiency 

 Administration will utilize the Green Button Standard within federal 
facilities to manage energy consumption, reduce greenhouse 
emissions and meet sustainability goals 

Other Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions 

 Reduce hydroflourocarbon (HFC) 
emission rates  

 Reduce methane emission rates 

 EPA, using its authority through the Significant New Alternatives 
Policy Program, will encourage private sector investment in low-
emissions technology by identifying and approving climate friendly 
chemicals and prohibiting certain uses of harmful chemical 
alternatives 

 Administration will purchase cleaner alternatives to HFCs when 
feasible 

 Administration will transition to equipment that uses safer and more 
sustainable alternatives 

 EPA and the Departments of Agriculture, Energy, Interior, Labor 
and Transportation will develop a comprehensive interagency 
methane reduction strategy 

Fossil Fuel Subsidies   Eliminate U.S. fossil fuel subsidies 
 Phase-out all fossil fuel subsidies 

internationally 

 President Obama is calling for the elimination of all U.S. fossil fuel 
tax subsidies in his Fiscal Year 2014 Budget 

 President Obama will work towards achieving global collaboration in 
his efforts to eliminate fossil fuel subsidies on an international level 



 

 

Preparing the U.S. for the 
Impacts of Climate Change 

 Build stronger and safer 
communities and infrastructure 

 Boost resilience of buildings and 
infrastructure 

 Innovative risk management 
 Enhance local planning and 

response capacities 
 

 President will direct federal agencies to identify and remove barriers 
to making climate-resilient investments, identify and remove 
counterproductive policies, and encourage smarter, more resilient 
investments 

 EPA is committed to integrating considerations of climate change 
impacts into major programs such as the Clean Water & Drinking 
Water State Revolving Funds 

 Strengthen government and local community planning and 
response capabilities (e.g., increase water storage and water use 
efficiency) 

 Develop innovative financial risk management tools, including an 
index insurance to manage risk associated with changing rainfall 
patterns and drought 

 Department of Urban Housing will require grant recipients in the 
Hurricane Sandy-affected area to take sea-level rise into account 

 President will establish a short-term task force of state, local and 
tribal officials to advise on key actions the federal government can 
take to better support local preparedness efforts  

 Through annual “Environmental Justice Progress Reports,” 
administration will identify innovative ways to help vulnerable 
communities prepare for climate change  

Protecting our Economy 
and Natural Resources 

 Identify vulnerabilities of key 
sectors to climate change 

 Conserve land and water resources
 Maintain agricultural sustainability 
 Manage drought 
 Reduce wildfire risk 
 Prepare for future floods 

 Federal agencies will report on the impacts of climate change on 
key sectors and strategies to address them, with emphasis on 
health, transportation, food supplies, oceans and coastal 
communities 

 Administration will implement climate adaption strategies that 
promote resilience in fish and wildlife populations, forests and other 
plant communities, freshwater resources and the ocean 

 Department of Agriculture is creating seven new Regional Climate 
Hubs to deliver tailored, science-based knowledge to farmers, 
ranchers and forest landowners 

 Administration will launch across-agency National Drought 
Resilience Partnership, which will link information (monitoring, 
forecasts, outlooks, early warnings) with drought preparedness 
strategies to help communities manage drought-related risks 

 Department of Interior and Department of Agriculture will launch a 



 

 

Western Watershed Enhancement Partnership, an effort in five 
western states to reduce wildfire risk by removing brush and other 
flammable vegetation around critical areas  

 Federal agencies will update flood-risk reduction standards for 
federally funded projects to reflect a consistent approach that 
accounts for sea-level rise and other flood risk factors 

Using Sound Science to 
Manage Climate Impacts 

 Develop actionable climate science 
 Assess climate-change impacts in 

the U.S. 
 Launch a Climate Date Initiative 
 Provide a toolkit for climate 

resilience 

 President’s Fiscal Year 2014 Budget provides more than $2.7 billion 
to develop information and tools needed by decision-makers to 
respond to climate change  

 In spring 2014, the Obama Administration will release the U.S. 
National Climate Assessment, focusing on translating scientific 
insights into usable knowledge that can help decision-makers 
prepare for climate change impacts  

 Administration will launch a Climate Data Initiative to leverage 
federal climate-relevant data to stimulate innovation 

 Federal agencies will create a virtual climate-resilience toolkit that 
centralizes access to data-driven resilience tools, services and best 
practices, including those developed through Climate Data Initiative 

Rebuilding and Learning 
From Hurricane Sandy 

 Establish rebuilding strategy for the 
Sandy-affected region 

 Establish precedent of rebuilding 
strategy that can be followed in 
other regions 

 Develop new ways to support 
resilience in the Sandy-affected 
region 
 

 In August 2013, President Obama’s Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding 
Task Force will deliver to the Present a rebuilding strategy to be 
implemented in Sandy-affected regions 

 Department of Interior will launch $100 million grant program to 
promote resilient natural systems while enhancing green spaces 
and wildlife habitat near urban populations; an additional $250 
million will be allocated to support projects for coastal restoration 

 US Army Corps of Engineers will conduct a $20 million study to 
identify strategies to reduce the vulnerability of Sandy-affected 
coastal communities 

 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration will strengthen 
long-term coastal observations and proved technical assistance to 
coastal communities 

International Leadership 
Efforts to Address Global 
Climate Change 

 End public financing of new coal 
plants overseas 

 Enhance multilateral engagement 
with Major Economies 

 Expand bilateral cooperation with 

 End U.S. government support for public financing of coal plants 
overseas unless (i) there are no other economically feasible 
alternatives or (ii) the plants use carbon capture and sequestration 
(includes working actively with other countries and development 
banks to adopt similar policies) 



 

 

 

major emerging economies 
 Combat short-lived climate 

pollutants 
 Reduce emissions from 

deforestation 
 Expand clean energy use and cut 

energy waste 
 

 Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate will launch a major 
initiative focused on accelerating efficiency gains in buildings sector 

 Through the Tropical Forest Alliance 2020, the administration will 
work to bring together governments, the private sector, and civil 
society to reduce tropical deforestation 

 Through the Unconventional Gas Technical Engagement Program, 
U.S. will promote fuel-switching from coal to gas for electricity 
production and encourage development of a global market for gas 

 U.S. will expand current efforts to promote nuclear energy 
generation consistent with maximizing safety and nonproliferation  

 U.S. will continue to promote clean coal technologies through such 
efforts as the Carbon Sequestration Leadership Forum 

 Obama Administration will work to expand the efforts to promote 
energy efficiency through such programs as the Clean Energy 
Ministerial, focusing on several critical areas: improving building 
efficiency, reducing energy consumption at water and wastewater 
treatment facilities, and expanding global appliance standards 

Negotiating Global Free 
Trade in Environmental 
Goods and Services 

 Launch negotiations at World 
Trade Organization towards global 
free trade of environmental goods 

 U.S. will work towards securing participation of countries which 
account for 90 percent of global trade in environmental goods 


