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In his time at BakerHostetler, partner Poe 
Leggette has been involved in some of  
the biggest cases involving the oil and gas 

industry, including a challenge to a new BLM 
hydraulic fracturing rule and a 10th Circuit win 
that affects operators’ access to minerals.

Over his 38-year career, though, Leggette 
has risen to lofty positions in both public and 
private practice in the area. He said that his 
career was launched out of  “dumb luck” after 
his brother-in-law, who was a federal personnel 
officer, had him fill out a basic application for 
the government. 

He said he received an unexpected invita-
tion to interview with the U.S. Department of  
the Interior in Washington, D.C., after working 
in Ohio for a couple years after finishing his 
law degree at the University of  Virginia. He 
took the interview and was offered a job that 
day in the Office of  the Solicitor as a staff  at-
torney in the branch of  offshore minerals and 
international law.

Since then, he rose to the position of  
assistant solicitor for offshore minerals and 
international law, what he said is the highest 
position for a career lawyer, and then spent 16 
years in the Washington, D.C., office of  Ful-
bright & Jaworski. He urged the firm to open a 
Denver office, and then rose to office manag-
ing partner here before joining BakerHostetler 
last year. 

Over much of  that time — since his third 
year in private practice — he worked with the 
Independent Petroleum Association of  Amer-
ica and continued to be retained because of  his 
success on federal royalty cases. He described 
that issue as a “cresting wave” that signaled to 
him that he needed to expand his practice. He 
has reached back into older focus areas such 
as onshore permitting royalties and deepwater 
issues.

In the past year, Leggette represented the 
IPAA in a challenge to the Bureau of  Land 
Management’s finalized hydraulic fracturing 
rules regulating drilling on Indian and fed-
eral lands. Several states and Native American 
tribes filed lawsuits challenging the rules as 
well, claiming the rules infringed on their ability 
to govern their own land. The IPAA, however, 
was concerned with the technical restrictions 
of  the rules.

The BakerHostetler attorneys were suc-
cessful in receiving a preliminary injunction 

against the BLM. Leggette said the case is in 
two places currently; interveners siding with 
the government on the environmental rea-
sons for instating the rules are appealing the 
injunction. Meanwhile, Leggette said his team 
is pressing ahead in U.S. district court asking 
for the court to address the case on the merits.

Leggette said he sees the challenge as a 
significant case for the industry, and on Dec. 
8, the vice chair of  the IPAA described the 
challenge to hydraulic fracturing as the greatest 
threat to the industry. 

“People are challenging EPA’s technical 
decisions all the time,” Leggette said. “Some-
times states are challenging federal assertions 
of  power but not really challenging the techni-
cal requirements. Here we had the full mix.”

Prior to that, he successfully appealed a 
case in the 10th Circuit Court of  Appeals in 
2014 that settled a 97-year-old issue in the 
Stock Raising Homestead Act regarding sur-
face access to underground minerals. And ear-
lier this year, he also won summary judgment 
in an antitrust suit under the Sherman Act 

involving access to natural gas pipelines in the 
Piceance Basin of  Colorado.

Leggette also credited a group of  four 
attorneys that are helping him in “carrying 
out the mandate of  growing BakerHostetler’s 
energy practice,” three of  whom he brought 
along from Fulbright & Jaworksi and one 
joined after completing a 10th Circuit clerk-
ship. He described BakerHostetler attorneys 
Mark Barron, Carey Gagnon, Rosario Doriott 
Domínguez and Alex Obrecht as “the best 
team of  young lawyers” he’s worked with in 
his career.

Throughout his career, Leggette did not 
have a mentor, and as a result, he said that 
has shaped how he works with the attorneys 
around him.

“The poor younger lawyers who work 
with me really are given no option but to be 
mentored, because I do have the sense that 
life might have been different, the profession 
might have been different for me, and I want 
to make sure they get off  to the best start they 
can,” Leggette said. 

He said the focus he has for them is to 
teach them how to be successful partners and 
their job is to learn the skills required to do so, 
such as generating business, managing files and 
client expectations and to raise their own pro-
file and that of  the firm. 

“(I) tried 50 different ways to market a 
practice,” Leggette said. “I am therefore an 
expert on how not to do it. And I ask them 
to learn from me so they don’t repeat my mis-
takes. I expect them to go out eventually and 
make brand new mistakes.”

For Leggette, the most significant aspect 
of  his practice now is that he has the trust of  
BakerHostetler to continue training lawyers 
and growing with the firm.

“I’ve been put in a very fortunate position 
to have the confidence of  a firm that is deter-
mined to continue to grow its energy practice 
and supports my initiatives, and we are posi-
tioned to try to build a practice that can address 
all of  the major oil and gas basins in the United 
States,” he said. •

— Tony Flesor, TFlesor@circuitmedia.com
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POE LEGGETTE HAS RISEN THROUGH THE RANKS IN BOTH THE 
PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SECTORS IN HIS OIL AND GAS PRACTICE.
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Poe Leggette
BakerHostetler relies on experience to grow its energy practice


