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Energy Group Of The Year: BakerHostetler 

By Aebra Coe 

Law360, New York (January 12, 2016, 3:17 PM ET) -- BakerHostetler attorneys yielded results for clients 
over the past year that impacted the entire energy industry, winning a preliminary injunction against the 
federal government in litigation over hydraulic fracturing regulations, making it one of Law360's Energy 
Groups of the Year. 

 

  

The law firm's 80-attorney energy practice group not only stopped the U.S. Department of the Interior in 
its tracks after the government finalized a hydraulic fracturing rule that industry groups considered 
"onerous" but also won summary judgment of an antitrust suit against SG Interests over access to 
natural gas pipelines in Colorado and obtained a take-nothing judgment in Texas state court for 17 
clients facing more than $350 million in liability over a failed oil and gas transaction. 
 
Group leaders said BakerHostetler's success in the energy sector over the past year was no accident, 
explaining that it's part of a plan put into action nearly five years ago, in which the firm grew a small, 
regional practice group in Houston into a seven dozen-strong team spread across eight states. 
 
"Our growth strategy, starting in 2011 or 2012, was to identify great lawyers with great energy practices 
in five core areas: business, tax, employment, intellectual property and litigation," said W. Ray Whitman, 
a founding member of the energy group. "So we went about the process of, within the firm, bringing 
those lawyers together and bringing lawyers in from outside the firm." 
 
Over the past two years, the firm added 17 energy lawyers to the team. 
 
Whitman said that falling commodity prices do not daunt the group, its leaders or the firm, because they 
see the change as a chance to continue to build on their strengths. 
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"Firm management is behind the energy practice. Even as other firms dim their view on their energy 
practices, we'll continue to grow this team," he said. 
 
Whitman said that part of BakerHostetler's strategy in this practice area is to assemble a team of 
attorneys who have a deep and wide-ranging knowledge of the energy industry and who understand the 
issues that industry players face, whether commodity prices are falling or climbing. 
 
"We understand all aspects of the energy business," he said. "That's been part of how we've grown so 
much. We've been very focused on what type of lawyers we need to satisfy and meet those needs and 
we’ve had the backing of our firm to go get the capabilities we don't have in house." 
 
The best recent example of that strategy put into practice is the preliminary injunction won on behalf of 
energy industry groups in litigation over the interior department’s fracking rules, according to co-leader 
of the energy team, L. Poe Leggette. 
 
In March, the Bureau of Land Management issued a final rule governing hydraulic fracturing on federal 
and Indian lands, and within minutes, BakerHostetler filed suit on behalf of the Independent Petroleum 
Association of America and Western Energy Alliance alleging BLM’s final rule is both substantively 
meritless and the product of a procedurally deficient rulemaking process. 
 
The suit spawned other suits filed on behalf of Wyoming, North Dakota, Colorado and Utah, as well as 
the Ute and Southern Ute Indian Tribes, the firm said. 
 
Two months later, the firm asked the federal court to block the rule while the lawsuits were pending 
and in September, U.S. District Judge Scott Skavdahl awarded a preliminary injunction, finding that the 
BakerHostetler clients had shown that imposition of the rule would result in irreparable harm to oil and 
gas operators on federal lands. 
 
Leggette said that his team spent a significant amount of time building a coalition of states and tribes 
opposed to the proposed BLM rule in advance of the suit — the tribes with regard to their ability to 
regulate oil and gas production on their own land and the states with their environmental regulatory 
authority — and gained an understanding of the industry's stance on the "unnecessary and unworkable" 
regulation before the rule was even final. 
 
Martin T. Booher, co-leader of the firm's energy team, said the preliminary win is an impressive example 
of what his team is capable of. 
 
"They were able to distill down to the key points what the impacts on the industry would be," Booher 
said. "They got a preliminary injunction, which was a big deal. Those preliminary injunctions often don't 
issue." 
 
Looking to the future, Whitman said the team plans in 2016 and 2017 to focus on increasing its presence 
in the growing Latin American energy market and getting a handle on the claims swirling that fracking 
wastewater causes earthquakes. 
 
In June, the Oklahoma Supreme Court said a gas exploration and development company can be held 
liable for an earthquake allegedly caused by injection water from fracking wastewater. Whitman said 
the topic could be a big point of interest in the industry in the coming years. 



 

 

 
Also, the news that Mexico has opened its borders to investments in oil and gas will likely have a big 
impact on the industry, he said. 
 
When asked whether opening up an office in Mexico City was in the firm's future, Whitman said the firm 
is always looking for opportunities to grow whether in the U.S. or abroad. 
 
"We're focused on our Latin America practice and clients doing business in Mexico," Whitman said. 
 
--Editing by Katherine Rautenberg.  
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