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Rising Star: BakerHostetler's Mark Barron 

By Juan Carlos Rodriguez 

Law360, New York (May 2, 2016, 7:35 PM ET) -- BakerHostetler partner 
Mark Barron notched several important victories for clients over the past 
year, from obtaining a crucial injunction blocking new fracking rules that 
affect public lands to defending natural gas pipeline operators from a 
competitor, earning him a spot as one of Law360’s top five energy 
attorneys under 40. 

The 38-year-old Barron made partner at BakerHostetler in January, but he 
has been handling important matters for far longer. His appearance on 
Law360’s Rising Stars list is largely because of his significant success in 
forestalling the implementation of the U.S. Bureau of Land Management’s 
new rules for hydraulic fracturing on federal lands through a rare 
preliminary injunction. 
 
Barron said that to get a stay, a lawyer must prove the likelihood of 
success on the merits. In Administrative Procedure Act cases like the 
fracking one, he said the standard of review gives the government quite a 
bit of deference and it’s difficult to demonstrate a likelihood of success on 
the merits. But getting a stay was extremely important to the challengers’ 
strategy, Barron said. 
 
“The rule is highly technical and complicated, and the administrative record that the government 
produced is essentially a million pages. The stay gave us the opportunity to pursue the litigation at a 
reasonable pace where we could actually engage the material and wade through both the record and 
the technical complexities of the rule,” he said. 
 
Had the rule not been stayed, Barron said the challengers may have tried to fast track the litigation, 
which may have handicapped their ability to fully engage the record material and short-changed some 
of their arguments. 
 
Another victory for Barron was his successful representation of SG Interests I Ltd. and SG Interests VII 
Ltd., defendants in an antitrust suit that accused them of hurting competition in the natural gas market. 
 
In September, Colorado U.S. District Judge Richard P. Matsch granted summary judgment motions by 
Gunnison Energy Corp., SG Interests I Ltd. and SG Interests VII Ltd., dismissing Buccaneer Energy (USA) 
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Inc.’s suit and awarding the defendants costs. Buccaneer had claimed the defendants conspired to 
restrict trade in Colorado’s Ragged Mountain Area, violating the Sherman Antitrust Act by hurting 
competition in the market for gas production and the downstream sale of gas. 
 
Barron said the case has significant implications for what he calls “pioneer investors.” 
 
“You had two companies, our client and GEC, that spent the money and the time — it took them about 
six years to get through all the permitting — to invest in building a natural gas gathering system in some 
pretty sensitive wilderness areas in western Colorado,” he said. “A third party came in afterwards and 
essentially wanted access to the system on equal terms with the owners.” 
 
He said Buccaneer tried to “strong arm” the court into forcing SG and Gunnison to offer transportation 
on the system at terms that they wanted, rather than investing their own money to develop their own 
gathering system. 
 
“If Buccaneer were to prevail in this case, it would essentially disincentivize any pioneer investor from 
building a similar sort of midstream system because competitors could simply piggyback off of your 
investment,” Barron said. 
 
Being a younger attorney in the hot energy field has both advantages and disadvantages, he said. More 
seasoned practitioners carry with them a certain gravitas and experience that only comes with time in 
the field, he noted. 
 
“But I think younger attorneys have the advantage of having a better sense of ... the technical and 
networking resources that are available to us, and that facilitates our ability to deliver work faster that’s 
better researched, more detailed,” he said. 
 
For younger attorneys looking to put themselves on the map, Barron, who earned his bachelor's degree 
at Cornell University and his law degree from the University of New Mexico School of Law, suggested 
developing a sense of community about the energy bar. He noted that he started practicing law in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, where most lawyers knew each other. He said he’s tried to carry over the 
collegial habits he developed there into his national practice. 
 
“I think that pays off,” he said. 
 
--Editing by Jill Coffey. 
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