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Personal information definition expanded

Notification deadline shortened to 60 days

Connecticut’s data breach notification statute has been broadened, imposing additional reporting

parameters for companies that leave consumer data exposed to bad actors or accidental sharing.

The expanded law—which takes effect Oct. 1—adds categories of data to the definition of “personal

information” and shortens the amount of time a company has to notify residents of a breach to 60 days,

among other requirements.

“These updates are indicative of the direction states are going with data breach notification statutes,” said

Ben Wanger, counsel at Baker & Hostetler LLP in Philadelphia. “There’s a desire to get companies to report

on these incidents sooner rather than later.”

The new definition of personal information now includes taxpayer identification numbers, medical history,

biometrics, and passport numbers. The previous version of the statute defined personal information as

comprising Social Security numbers, credit card numbers, driver’s license numbers, and other data.

That expanded personal information definition means some breaches that didn’t trigger notice before

may now sweep companies under the statute’s disclosure requirements, said Elana Weinblatt, an

associate at BakerHostetler in Philadelphia.

Companies should take the amended statute as a reminder to conduct data minimization where

applicable and do data mapping so they know what information they’re in possession of and where it’s

located, Wanger said.

Failure to make proper disclosures to consumers under the statute after a breach occurs could result in

enforcement from the Connecticut attorney general, he added.

“Businesses should really think about what data they collect and maintain, if they need to collect and

maintain it, and who that data pertains to so they’re not scrambling when they do need to provide notice,”

Weinblatt said.
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