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Q&A With BakerHostetler's Mark Cymrot 

Law360, New York (May 5, 2016, 11:38 AM ET) --  

Mark A. Cymrot is a partner at BakerHostetler in Washington, D.C. He is a first-chair 
attorney who handles complex international and commercial arbitration and 
litigation and is a member of esteemed international arbitration panels. He has 
published articles on litigation and arbitration issues, such as "Cross-Examination in 
International Arbitration" (Disputes Resolution Journal, 2007), "Barricades at the 
IMF: Creating a Municipal Bankruptcy Code for Foreign States" (The International 
Lawyer, 2002), "Reforming the Sovereign Immunities Act" (Working Group of the 
American Bar Association, 2002), "The Forgotten Rule" (Journal of ABA Litigation 
Section, 1992), and "Squeezing Silver" (Journal of ABA Litigation Section, 1991). 
 
Cymrot leads BakerHostetler's national international arbitration and litigation 
practice team. He is ranked in Chambers USA and The Best Lawyers in America (International Arbitration 
— Commercial and Governmental) and is listed in "Who's Who in America." 
 
Q: What attracted you to international arbitration work? 
 
A: I began my legal career with the U.S. Justice Department’s Civil Fraud section, where I focused on 
recovering funds that had been stolen from the government through fraud, abuse or corruption — a 
component of many international disputes. Thirty years ago, while in the midst of handling a case 
involving manipulation of silver prices — which was one of the largest civil trials at the time — I was 
called in by the client to handle a dispute regarding the shipment of goods between Russia and China 
that was to be resolved through arbitration in China. 
 
After that case ended, I was hooked. I am drawn to international disputes, in large part, because it puts 
me in touch with different people, cultures, laws and business practices, which makes for a very 
stimulating and interesting practice. 
 
Q: What are two trends you see that are affecting the practice of international arbitration? 
 
A: First, the scope of international arbitration has expanded very rapidly in recent years. As economies 
become more international, arbitration becomes an even more important forum for dispute resolution. 
The rules are maturing to make the process more sophisticated and new arbitration organizations have 
been formed to serve regional needs. 
 
As a second and related trend, counsel and arbitrators come from more diverse backgrounds, and 
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language, cultural and legal differences require more understanding, which makes the process more 
challenging and more interesting. 
 
Q: What is the most challenging case you’ve worked on and why? 
 
A: One of the more challenging international arbitrations I have handled was a complex contractual 
dispute before the ICC in which our client, a London-based private equity fund, terminated its U.S.-based 
placement agent for alleged pay-to-play activities, including making campaign contributions and 
providing other compensation to public officials who assisted in obtaining public investment funds. 
 
The arbitration clause denied the parties discovery, which was essential for our case. We were forced to 
get creative with our information gathering efforts. By deep diving into public records and using private 
investigators, we were able to obtain a fair amount of helpful — and surprising — information. The 
evidence did not impress the arbitration tribunal but apparently upset the British High Court of Justice, 
which ultimately issued a favorable decision for our client. 
 
Q: What advice would you give to an attorney considering a career in international arbitration? 
 
A: I often tell young people that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle taught me my first lessons in the art of litigation 
and dispute resolution. Pay attention to Sherlock Holmes’ axioms about fact collection because facts win 
cases. Understand the facts in great detail; study the context and understand what it tells you about the 
facts; and don’t prejudge conclusions. 
 
Q: Outside of your firm, name an attorney who has impressed you and tell us why. 
 
A: I have consistently been in impressed with Carolyn Lamm since our days working together at the 
Justice Department. Not only does she maintain an impressive record of international arbitration 
successes on behalf of her clients, but she is also doing wonderful things for the practice of international 
arbitration in general. 
 
The opinions expressed are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the firm, its 
clients, or Portfolio Media Inc., or any of its or their respective affiliates. This article is for general 
information purposes and is not intended to be and should not be taken as legal advice.  
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