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BakerHostetler Snags 2 Katten Muchin Commercial Litigators 

By Joyce Hanson 

Law360 (November 5, 2018, 7:53 PM EST) -- BakerHostetler has boosted its New 
York office with the addition of two Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP trial attorneys 
who have worked together for more than two decades in areas including real 
estate, hospitality, media and financial services. 
 
Howard Cotton and Michael Gordon said in a recent statement that they had 
joined BakerHostetler’s litigation group because the firm is a leader in new areas 
of the law and offers a solid platform to represent clients both in the U.S. and 
abroad. 
 
“The firm’s substantial commitment to burgeoning new areas, such as 
cybersecurity and data breach response, allows us to offer clients a complete legal 
package that extends far beyond just comprehensive litigation support,” Cotton 
said in the statement. 
 
Cotton added in an interview with Law360 on Monday that he had been with 
Katten Muchin for years and was looking for a bigger platform that would extend 
to corporate law, data privacy, health care, real estate, intellectual property, and 
trusts and estates. Since joining BakerHostetler this summer, he said, he has 
worked on matters with lawyers in a dozen of the firm’s offices across the country 
and now calls former adversaries, such as white-collar litigators John Carney and 
Jonathan New, his colleagues. 
 
His clients' increasing desire for a deeper litigation bench made the firm "hard to resist," Cotton said. 
"Every single one of my clients followed me here, and the relationships are deepening," he added.  
 
Cotton is a first-chair litigator who represents real estate developers and funds, hospitality companies, 
financial institutions, hedge funds, family offices, public and private companies, senior corporate 
officers, high-net-worth investors and entrepreneurs, and foreign governments, according to 
BakerHostetler. 
 
He leads litigation involving partnership and corporate shareholder derivative disputes, breach of 
fiduciary duty, breach of contract, and fraud. Cotton previously served as national co-chair of 
commercial litigation at Katten Muchin, and on the national executive committee, compensation 
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committee and board of directors for the firm, according to BakerHostetler's statement. 
 
Gordon acts as an adviser and strategist for clients in real estate, financial services, media and nonprofit 
groups. He sits on the boards of the Dramatists Guild Foundation, Housing Works and Marjorie’s Fund 
and has broad experience as a member of the mediation panel for the Southern District of New York, 
according to the firm. 
 
“BakerHostetler presents a tremendous platform in litigation,” Gordon said in the statement. 
“Moreover, the firm’s national footprint and its commitment to collaboration across disciplines mean 
that we will be able to offer a more extensive menu of resources and services to our clients.” 
 
Cotton earned his undergraduate degree from Cornell University and his law degree from Fordham 
University School of Law. Gordon received his undergraduate degree from Columbia University and his 
law degree from New York University School of Law. 
 
“We are pleased that Howard and Michael chose to make BakerHostetler their new home,” W. Ray 
Whitman, chair of BakerHostetler’s litigation group, said in the statement. “Their extensive commercial 
litigation experience and their rare blend of strategy and counsel will provide immediate benefits to our 
topflight national litigation team.” 
 
BakerHostetler maintains five core national practice groups — business, employment, intellectual 
property and tax, and litigation — and employs roughly 940 lawyers in 14 U.S. offices. The firm's team of 
litigators includes former prosecutors, veteran civil trial lawyers and former enforcement officials from 
government agencies. 
 
--Editing by Amy Rowe. 
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