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Bill Glenn: A renaissance man  
and a man for others

See “Orlando,” page 21

This is the text version of a eulogy for 
Judge Paul M. “Bill” Glenn, delivered at 
his memorial service at Southside United 
Methodist Church in Jacksonville, 
Florida, by one of his judicial colleagues. 

Introduction
Good morning. I am one of Judge 

Bill Glenn’s judicial colleagues on 
the bankruptcy bench. My name is 
Cathy Peek McEwen. I am honored 
to be up here helping to celebrate a 
man who is both a true Renaissance 
man and a man for others, one who 
is admired, loved, and has impacted 
every single one of us here today — 

Editor’s note: This tribute to Judge Paul 
M. “Bill” Glenn, beloved former chief judge 
of United States Bankruptcy Court for the 
Middle District of Florida, comes on the 
heels of the one-year anniversary of his 
death on July 7, 2019. As with many things 
that have been delayed because of the 
pandemic, so was the publication of this 
newsletter. But the lessons one can learn 
from Judge Glenn’s way of dealing with 
people and what he did for his court are 
timeless. As his colleague Judge Michael 
G. Williamson put it recently, “We owe 
much to his good nature for creating the 
corporate culture that continues here 
today.” All photos are provided by U.S. 
Bankruptcy Judge Catherine Peek McEwen 
on behalf of the Glenn family.

Editor’s note: The following article 
was submitted before the COVID-19 
pandemic. Pursuant to Chief Judge 
Steven D. Merryday’s order dated 
March 13, 2020, restrictions on visitors 
to the federal courthouses in the Middle 
District of Florida will remain in effect 
until ordered otherwise. As well, the 
pro se courthouse clinics operating in 
district and bankruptcy court space 
are currently closed (although the 
bankruptcy clinic sometimes can find a 
volunteer lawyer to meet remotely with 

In 1941, Orlando’s federal courts found their first 
permanent home at 51 E. Jefferson St. in a specially 

constructed U.S. Post Office and Courthouse.

Building blocks of democracy:
Orlando’s federal courthouse complex

a pro se party).

Author Danielle Merola, an 
attorney at Baker Hostetler in 
Orlando, was assisted by the Hon. 
Patricia C. Fawsett, senior United 
States district judge, and the Hon. 
Karen S. Jennemann, United States 
bankruptcy judge.

Courthouses support critical 
functions of a free government 
and judiciary. Judges and related 

See “Glenn,” page 11
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See Coxe, page 4

Meet the TrusteesMeet the Trustees

Editor’s note: This is the second 
installment of our series “Meet the 
Trustees.” It is our pleasure to introduce 
to you two of our newest Florida trustees, 
Susan Smith Erdelyi and Henry M. Coxe III.

The Society’s mission includes 
a focus not just on the Eleventh 
Circuit Court of Appeals but also on 
all of the federal courts in Alabama, 
Georgia and Florida. Please tell us a 
little about your background, with a 
special focus on your connection to 
the federal courts in those states.

I have practiced law with the Marks 
Gray firm in Jacksonville, Florida, 
for more than 30 years. Typically, I 
handle cases in employment, local 
government and civil rights in the 
Middle and Northern Districts of 
Florida, the Eleventh Circuit Court of 

Susan Smith Erdelyi has been with Marks 
Gray in Jacksonville, Florida, for more than  

30 years.

Susan Smith Erdelyi: Lawyer, history buff
Appeals and the Florida state court 
system. Most of my work is in federal 
court.

My practice often takes me to 
smaller communities in cities and 
counties throughout Northeast Florida. 
Every community that I have had 
the pleasure of serving has its own 
character, culture, geography and 
spirit. Many of our small-town clients 
and the witnesses from these areas 
are intimidated by federal court for 
several reasons. The main reason is 
traffic and parking. The idea of leaving 
their small community to navigate 
Jacksonville traffic and parking is 
daunting to parties and witnesses. The 
idea of dealing with federal employees 

continued, next page

The Society’s mission includes 
a focus not just on the Eleventh 
Circuit Court of Appeals but also on 
all of the federal courts in Alabama, 
Georgia and Florida. Please tell us a 
little about your background, with a 
special focus on your connection to 
the federal courts in those states.

I have been a member of the 
Jacksonville, Florida, firm of Bedell, 
Dittmar, DeVault, Pillans & Coxe for 
24 years. My work is predominantly 
serious criminal defense, much of it 
federal, including ad hoc prosecutions 
of state judges for the Florida Judicial 
Qualifications Commission and 
representation of professionals. This 
work has been in both the federal 
districts of Florida and Georgia.

In the Jacksonville Division of 
the Middle District, there is a stark 

Henry M. Coxe III has been a member of the 
Jacksonville firm of Bedell, Dittmar, DeVault, 

Pillans & Coxe for 24 years.

Henry M. Coxe III: Appreciate our  
judicial system

distinction between the reality and 
myth of federal practice. There remains 
great apprehension by many of the 
4,000-plus lawyers in Northeast Florida 
to practice in federal court for fear 
of intimidation by federal judges, a 
perceived rigidity of federal practice 
and a lack of familiarity with other 
lawyers and judges in the federal 
environment. The reality is quite 
the opposite, and the camaraderie 
among the judiciary and the federal 
practitioners, and the support of the 
federal court system, is a credit to 
how a judicial system should work. 
Nevertheless, I confess that I often 
do not tout the reality for fear that 
competition might increase. When 
a colleague describes the fear of 
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Charles F. Wilson
(Photo from a private collection)

SHARE YOUR NEWS!
Submit items for publication in the 11th Circuit Historical News to Wanda Lamar, executive 
director of the Society. (email: wanda_lamar @ca11.uscourts.gov). Historical articles on the 
federal courts and judges within the Eleventh Circuit will be considered, as well as investitures, 
courthouse dedications, portrait presentations, memorial ceremonies and oral history programs.

and judges in a formal setting can be are absolutely 
frightening to some witnesses and clients.

This intimidation, however, is always minimized by the 
kindness and professionalism of the personnel clients and 
witnesses are exposed to in our federal court system, from 
the U.S. marshals at the building entry to the judges on 
the bench and everyone in between. It is such a pleasure 
to watch small-town elected officials, government 
employees and citizens visit federal court for the first 
time. They soon come to the realization that we have an 
impressive and efficient federal court system filled with 
people much like their neighbors, respectful and kind. 
Bringing clients and witnesses to federal court gives an 
attorney the opportunity to expose our fellow citizens 
to an impressive legal system and makes me proud to 
practice law.

This publication often covers “milestone” events 
— the investiture of a new judge, the dedication of 
a new courthouse, and so on. But there is also value 
in preserving the social history of our circuit, that is, 
the day-to-day business of our courts. Do you have 
any memorable stories from your own background, 
or perhaps those of a colleague or two, that highlight 
what life is like as a federal practitioner in our circuit?

When I started my practice, we did not yet have 
computers, email, electronic filing. In federal court, we 
had to file documents in person with the clerk’s office, 
which closed around 5 p.m. At one point, a decision was 
made to close the clerk’s office earlier than 5 p.m. but to 
allow attorneys to file documents in an after-hours deposit 
box located in the lobby of the courthouse building. The 
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Coxe from page 2

Erdelyi, continued

building closed at 6 or 7 p.m. (I forget the actual time), 
and we attorneys often rushed in a mad dash to get our 
documents filed before the security guards locked the 
building.

I once rushed in to the federal court building right at 
closing time and literally ran into another attorney at the 
“drop box.” We were both huffing and puffing, standing 
at the box with our pile of documents when he looked at 
me and said, “Look at my feet.” I found this odd and surely 
gave him a strange look. He then said, “No, I mean it — 
look at my feet!” I cautiously looked down. My colleague 
was standing at the box in his bare socks! No shoes. 
He had someone drive him to the door, and he literally 
jumped out of the car and ran into the building without 
his shoes on. He and I later tried a case against each other 
and to this day we laugh about that memory.

Needless to say — the current electronic filing system 
has improved all of our lives!

Very briefly, what do you see as the value of the 
Society and its mission? Why is it important for 

lawyers throughout our circuit to support the Society 
and its work?

I am a history buff who had the pleasure of learning 
about the Society from my partner Jim Rinaman (an 
even greater history buff). In the last 33 years, I have 
experienced many changes as a federal court practitioner. 
Many disputes arise from misunderstandings caused 
by technology. People tend to be kinder in face-to-
face situations. There is no doubt that relationships 
are stronger when they form in person rather than on 
email or other electronic means of communication. 
Sometimes we move too quickly. The benefits of the 
information age are wonderful, but they also illuminate 
the need for socialization skills and ethical training of 
our people. Our “sound bite” information age creates 
new opportunities, but it also provides a new risk of 
immediate misinformation. An independent judiciary and 
an unbiased media is critical to the rule of law and the 
discovery of the truth. The Society provides knowledge 
and professionalism. This is a mission we should all 
support.

listening to an assistant U.S. attorney argue to the court 
that the “Johnson Doctrine” applies, and the court appears 
to agree, then asking defense counsel if the government is 
correct, my friends say they do not want to be in a position 
responding that they have no idea what the “Johnson 
Doctrine” is. I simply nod.

There has been a shift in much of this attitude with the 
expansive development of the American Inn of Court in 
Northeast Florida. The size, diversity and mix of state and 
federal practitioners in the Inn has done much to generate 
a crossover of attorneys to federal court.

This publication often covers “milestone” events 
— the investiture of a new judge, the dedication of 
a new courthouse, and so on. But there is also value 
in preserving the social history of our circuit, that is, 
the day-to-day business of our courts. Do you have 
any memorable stories from your own background, 
or perhaps those of a colleague or two, that highlight 
what life is like as a federal practitioner in our circuit?

Federal practice can be a series of conflicting 
experiences. When Judge John Antoon and I accepted 
the Eleventh Circuit Professionalism Award at the 
Eleventh Circuit Conference and in the United States 

Supreme Court, I thought I had reached the mountaintop. 
Conversely, when I entered the federal courthouse one 
day at 8:30 a.m., with a trial scheduled before Judge Susan 
Black at 9 a.m. and another trial scheduled before Judge 
John H. Moore at 9 a.m., the joking comments of the 
court security officers received anything but a humorous 
reaction from me. I was terrified of what was coming.

I was asked by Judge Moore to deliver the remarks at his 
portrait-unveiling ceremony, and just beforehand I asked 
him why of all persons he had invited me to do it. His 
response was that he did not intend the ceremony to be a 
funeral, because he had no intention of going anywhere, 
so he had not invited anyone who might say something 
serious.

Despite the contingent of attorneys who think there 
is no levity in the federal system, I took a chance, when 
a young client had been indicted for transporting her 
favorite pet horse from Kentucky to Nassau County in 
the middle of the night because of some unknown virus, 
I filed my witness list which included such characters 
as: National Velvet, International Velvet, Local Velvet, 
Trigger and Black Beauty. I later feared I had crossed the 

continued, next page
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Coxe, continued

line with the court, but at the status conference Judge 
Harvey Schlesinger immediately ordered that it was the 
responsibility of the United States to have my witnesses 
tethered at parking meters on Adams Street and fed at 
government expense.

On occasion, a question from the court can be chilling. 
At a change of plea proceeding, while representing a 
Lebanese citizen indicted for providing material support 
to a terrorist organization in Beirut, the court asked 
my client the obligatory question, “Have you told Mr. 
Coxe everything he needs to know about Hezbollah?” I 
immediately responded to the court that I did not want to 
know everything about Hezbollah.

Perhaps my favorite quotation in a federal court was 
delivered by Brian Elmer of the Crowell & Moring firm. 
Having just completed an argument before the late Hon. 
Ralph Nimmons, he paused and stated, “Your Honor, 
everything I have just told this court has the added benefit 
of being true.”

Very briefly, what do you see as the value of the 
Society and its mission? Why is it important for 
lawyers throughout our circuit to support the Society 
and its work?

There are countless federal judges and practitioners 

no longer with us or who have retired many years ago. 
The benefit of serving this Society is that it provides a 
vehicle to learn about persons who made significant 
contributions, large and small, to the betterment of our 
federal administration of justice. It is also a means by 
which the legacy of so many is passed on to others to 
make them better judges and lawyers.

I have met several judges within the circuit whom I 
never would have met nor practiced with before, and 
lawyers with or against whom I would have never litigated 
but for participation in the Society. I like to believe that 
the best of our profession are those who have mastered 
the art of listening rather than telling, and the Society 
meetings are a great opportunity.

I had the privilege of performing a task for the Court of 
Appeals and particularly Judge Gerald Bard Tjoflat which 
required spending a lot of time in Montgomery, Alabama. 
I have never appeared in any court in Montgomery, nor 
did I know any judges. Nevertheless, the hospitality and 
time commitment from Chief Judge Joel Dubina and his 
colleagues and so many attorneys allowed me not only 
to learn the history of the federal court in Montgomery 
but also to meet so many excellent practitioners there. All 
were Society members. It was a simple reminder that my 
home turf is but one small presence in a far greater circuit.

The elevenTh CirCuiT hisToriCal soCieTy
 The Eleventh Circuit Historical Society is a private, nonprofit organization incorporated in Georgia on Jan. 17, 1983. 
Although the Society has no legal connection with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit or the federal 
government, its primary purpose is to keep a history of the courts of the Eleventh Circuit as institutions and of the judges 
who have served these courts. In this regard, the judges in the old Fifth Circuit from the states of Alabama, Florida and 
Georgia are included in the Society’s area of interest.
 In addition, the Society has a broader mission to foster public appreciation of the federal court system in the states 
encompassed by the Eleventh Circuit.
 The formation of the Society came shortly after the creation of the Circuit in 1981. This timing has allowed the writing 
of history as current history, not as research history. The Society is devoted to preserving our courts’ heritage through the 
collection of portraits, photographs, oral histories, documents, news articles, books, artifacts and personal memorabilia.
 The Society’s permanent office is in the Elbert Parr Tuttle U.S. Court of Appeals Building in Atlanta. Its Board of Trustees 
is composed of lawyers and legal scholars representing the historical interests of Alabama, Florida and Georgia.
 While the Society’s archival activities are partially funded by grants and other special gifts, it primarily depends on 
members for financial support. Take pride in knowing that, through your membership, you are helping to recapture 
memories of past events and thus supplementing historical knowledge that will enlighten and enrich present and 
future generations. In essence, the Society’s accomplishments belong to you.
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PRESS RELEASE

Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2020
Athens, Georgia – By many 

accounts Phyllis A. Kravitch 
was a trailblazer. She entered 
the practice of law in 1944, 
when female attorneys were 
few and far between. She 
built her reputation at her 
father’s law firm, becoming 
the first woman Savannah 
Bar Association president 
in the mid-1970s, the first 
woman elected as a Georgia 
Superior Court judge in 
1976 and the third woman 
to serve our nation as a 
U.S. Circuit Court judge in 
1979. Her service on the U.S. 
Courts of Appeals lasted 
almost four decades.

As a permanent tribute, 
more than 40 of her former 
judicial clerks created the 
Judge Phyllis A. Kravitch 
Scholarship Fund at the 
University of Georgia School 
of Law. She passed away on 
June 15, 2017, at the age of 
96.

“This scholarship truly 
represents the heart of the 
law school community,” School of Law Dean 
Peter B. “Bo” Rutledge said. “For so many of Judge 
Kravitch’s former clerks to want to memorialize this 
trailblazing Georgian in this manner is tremendous. 
Judge Kravitch may have entered the practice of 
law at a time when her talents were not overly 
appreciated or recognized, but she left the 
profession at the top with an impeccable 70-year-
plus record of legal service, forging new paths for 
women and those of Jewish faith.”

A Savannahian by birth, Kravitch became the third 
woman ever appointed as a U.S. Circuit Court judge 
– and the first woman in the Southeast – when she 
was nominated by President Jimmy Carter in 1979. 
Initially, she served on the U.S. Court of Appeals 

Judge Phyllis A. Kravitch served as the University of 
Georgia law school’s commencement speaker in 2001, 

shown here, and in 1979. (Photo courtesy of University of 
Georgia School of Law)

UGA law scholarship honors Phyllis Kravitch
Former judicial clerks create a lasting tribute for the  

trailblazing jurist
for the Fifth Circuit. When the 
circuit split in 1981, she moved 
to the 11th Circuit, where 
she served approximately 
35 years, taking senior status 
in 1996. Kravitch authored 
hundreds of opinions while 
serving on the 11th Circuit 
Court involving, among other 
issues, the rights of migrant 
workers, affirmative action, 
employment discrimination 
and the treatment of Haitian 
refugees and Cuban spies.

After earning her law 
degree from the University 
of Pennsylvania, where 
she graduated at the top 
of her class and served on 
the editorial board of the 
University of Pennsylvania 
Law Review, Kravitch found 
it difficult to find a job in 
the legal profession due to 
her gender and faith. She 
eventually joined her father’s 
law firm in Savannah and 
found success, including as 
a pioneer and leader in the 
Savannah Bar Association 
and the Peach State’s judicial 
system.

Kravitch received many 
accolades over her legal career. Among them are: 
the American Bar Association’s first annual Margaret 
Brent Award in 1991, the Council of Jewish Women 
Hannah G. Solomon Award in 1978 and the University 
of Pennsylvania Law School’s James Wilson Award 
in Appreciation of Service to the Legal Profession in 
1992, as well as serving as the University of Georgia 
law school’s commencement speaker in 1979 and 
2001. She was also instrumental in establishing a 
shelter for battered women and a rape crisis center 
in Savannah, and was named as Savannah’s Most 
Influential Woman in 1978.

The School of Law plans to award the first Kravitch 
scholarship this coming fall.
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PRESS RELEASE

Jacksonville, Florida, June 23, 2020

JUDGES OF THE U.S. DISTRICT 
COURT,
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA, 
JACKSONVILLE DIVISION, 
TRAVEL TO SWEAR IN 291 NEW 
U.S. CITIZENS

Beginning in March 2020, 
safety measures to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19 caused 
the Bryan Simpson United 
States Courthouse to limit the 
number of people coming 
into the courthouse. Monthly 
naturalization oath ceremonies 
presided over by district and 
magistrate judges of the United 
States District Court, Middle 
District of Florida, Jacksonville 
Division were postponed. However, as restrictions relating 
to the spread of COVID-19 eased, the court found a way to 
resume judicial ceremonies.

In accordance with the guidelines of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, over a period of two 
weeks, federal judges traveled to the United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services Jacksonville Field 
Office to preside over approximately 30 abbreviated 
open-air ceremonies. Judges administered the oath of 
citizenship to small groups of applicants at each ceremony 
(as opposed to a typical 50-person ceremony), with the 
presiding judge, USCIS personnel and applicants keeping 

Judges travel to swear in 291 new  
U.S. citizens

social distance from each other. The federal judges 
swore in 291 applicants who had completed all the 
requirements for citizenship except for taking the oath of 
citizenship.

The smaller, abbreviated, but still special ceremonies 
made it possible for the judges to improvise and 
accommodate special requirements while maintaining 
the safety of those participating in the ceremonies. 
For example, while social distancing and other safety 
guidelines prevented the family and guests of the new 

Social distancing was the order of the day as United States District Judge Brian J. Davis 
administered the oath of citizenship.

U.S. District Judge Timothy J. Corrigan said “it was inspiring to 
see the innovation and cooperation that made these abbreviated 

ceremonies possible.”

U.S. District Judge Marcia Morales Howard was among those 
taking part in the ceremonies at the USCIS Field Office in 

Jacksonville, Florida.

continued, next page
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citizens from attending the ceremonies, U.S. Magistrate 
Judge James R. Klindt agreed to preside over a private 
ceremony for a husband and wife whose three children 
were waiting in their car, but who wanted to witness their 
mom and dad become United States citizens. Judge Klindt 
even swore in an applicant as she sat in her car. Judge 
Klindt recognized the importance of their requests and 
found a way to accommodate them within CDC safety 
guidelines.

“Being sworn in as a United States citizen after meeting 
all the requirements for citizenship is an important, 
meaningful and special occasion for these new citizens,” 
says U.S. District Judge Timothy J. Corrigan. “These 
ceremonies are also meaningful occasions for the judges 
of the Jacksonville Division who recognize the effort and 
hard work required to become United States citizens. 
During this difficult time for our nation, it was inspiring 
to see the innovation and cooperation that made these 
abbreviated ceremonies possible.”

Judges participating in these ceremonies were:

The Hon. Timothy J. Corrigan, United States district judge

The Hon. Marcia Morales Howard, United States district 
judge

The Hon. Brian J. Davis, United States district judge

The Hon. James R. Klindt, United States magistrate judge

The Hon. Joel B. Toomey, United States magistrate judge

The Hon. Patricia D. Barksdale, United States magistrate 
judge

Citizens, continued

U.S. Magistrate Judge James R. Klindt presided over a private 
ceremony for a husband and wife whose three children had been 

waiting in their car.

A masked Judge James R. Klindt even swore in one new citizen as 
she sat in her car.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Joel B. Toomey administered the oath to new 
citizens.

U.S. Magistrate Judge Patricia D. Barksdale was all smiles at the 
naturalization ceremonies.

Photographs are courtesy of Edward Fernandez, Executive 
Video & Photographic Services, Inc.
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The University of Miami Law Review 
published the most recent Eleventh 
Circuit issue in June 2019 (Volume 73, 
Issue 4). The issue starts with a foreword 
by U.S. Magistrate Judge Edwin G. 
Torres and then includes three articles.

In his foreword, Judge Torres 
highlights the quality of attorneys in 
the Eleventh Circuit and recounts great 
work of Eleventh Circuit judges, writing: 
“Our circuit has been blessed with some 
of the finest lawyers and judges in our 
nation’s great legal history.”1 As to what 
makes a great lawyer or a great judge, 
Judge Torres makes this perceptive 
observation:

Great writers make great lawyers. Great 
lawyers become great judges. And great 
judges become famous largely because 
they are great writers. This is the grand 
circle of legal success, as a lawyer’s stock-in-trade is her 
ability to write effectively.2

Although the issue contains only three articles, they 
represent the spectrum of content you may see in a law 

Melanie Kalmanson

About the author: In January 2019, Melanie Kalmanson joined the Appellate Practice Group at Akerman LLP in 
Tallahassee, Florida. She is a member of the Eleventh Circuit Historical Society.

University of Miami Law Review’s 2019 
Eleventh Circuit issue

By Melanie Kalmanson

review. One is written by a current 
Florida Eleventh Judicial Circuit judge 
about court functionality. One is 
written by former clerks on practical 
considerations. And one is the more 
“traditional” law review article on a 
substantive topic.

The first article, written by Judge 
Jennifer D. Bailey (administrative 
judge, Circuit Civil Division, Eleventh 
Judicial Circuit, Miami, Florida), 
“reports the results of an empirical 
investigation by survey into judicial 
attitudes among Florida circuit civil 
trial judges regarding utilization of 
case management in the handling 
of civil disputes in courts of general 
jurisdiction.”3  The survey results 
“demonstrate that the lack of 
widespread civil case management 

is less a deliberate choice ... than it is a product of the lack 
of a definition of what ‘civil case management’ means 

continued, next page

Name  _______________________________________

Address  _____________________________________

Telephone  ___________________________________

E-mail  _______________________________________

*KEYSTONE FIRMS: Please name five (5) members of your 
firm to be Society members.
(1)   __________________________________________

(2)  __________________________________________

(3)  __________________________________________

(4)  __________________________________________

(5)  __________________________________________

The Eleventh Circuit Historical Society
P.O. Box 1556 • Atlanta, Georgia 30301

(404) 335-6395

I hereby apply for membership in the class checked 
below and enclose my check for $___________ 
payable to the Eleventh Circuit Historical Society.

Annual Membership
_______ Student $ 5.00
_______ Judge/Individual 50.00
_______ Associate 100.00
_______ Contributing 250.00
_______ Sustaining (individual) 500.00
_______ Keystone (law firm)* 500.00
_______ Patron 1,000.00



10

Miami, continued

and the scope of that task, a perceived lack of time and 
support, and a failure to incentivize its adoption through 
data sharing and performance measures.”4

The second article is a practical guide to attorneys 
practicing before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Eleventh Circuit.5  Written by two former Eleventh Circuit 
law clerks, this article provides background information 
about the Eleventh Circuit — “the nation’s second 
youngest federal court of appeals”6 — and then presents 
the former clerks’ “personal views on how to draft a 
compelling brief and present a persuasive oral argument.”7 
As to briefs, the article concisely states: “An effective 
Eleventh Circuit brief is clear and credible.”8  As to oral 
arguments, the theme is “pragmatism.”9

Finally, the third article analyzes the Eleventh Circuit’s 
recent opinion in Code Revision Commission v. Public.
Resource.Org, Inc.10  In that opinion, the Eleventh Circuit 
extended the theory that “[l]awmaking is both for the 
People and by the People”11 to the “‘law-like’ writing of 
statutory annotations.”12  Christina M. Frohock, professor 
of legal writing at the University of Miami School of Law, 
urges readers to pay “close attention” to this opinion for 
its “rich philosophy of the law as expressing the sovereign 
voice of the People.”13

1 Edwin G. Torres, Foreword, 73 U. Miami L. Rev. 1065, 1065 (2019).

2 Id. At 1066.

3 Jennifer D. Bailey, Why Don’t Judges Case Manage, 73 U. Miami L. 
Rev. 1071, 1072 (2019).

4 Id.

5 See generally Kevin Golembiewski & Jessica Arden Ettinger, 
Advocacy Before the Eleventh Circuit: A Clerk’s Perspective, 73 U. 
Miami L. Rev. 1221 (2019).

6 Id. At 1223.

7 Id. At 1221.

8 Id. At 1229.

9 Id. at 1257.

10 906 F.3d 1229 (11th Cir. 2018). See generally Christina M. 
Frohock, The Law as Uncopyrightable: Merging Idea Expression 
Within the Eleventh Circuit’s Analysis of “Law-Like” Writing, 73 U. 
Miami L. Rev. 1269 (2019).

11 Id. At 1270.

12 Id. At 1271.

13 Id.

Danielle K. Greco was sworn in as 
the bankruptcy administrator in 

June 2019.

Footnotes

Middle District of Alabama welcomes 
Danielle Greco

Danielle K. Greco was sworn in by Judge 
Bess M. Parrish Creswell as the bankruptcy 
administrator for the Middle District of 
Alabama on June 27, 2019. She rejoins 
the judiciary after practicing at Troutman 
Sanders LLP in Raleigh, North Carolina.

Prior to her work at Troutman Sanders, 
Greco served as the attorney adviser for the 
Bankruptcy Administrator Program at the 
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. She 
joined the AO after clerking for Chief Judge 
James J. Robinson, Judge Tamara O. Mitchell 
and Judge Thomas B. Bennett in the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District 
of Alabama.

Greco started her career at Moore & Van 
Allen, PLLC in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
before shifting her focus from corporate 
creditor work to corporate debtor work and 
moving to Birmingham, Alabama, to work at 
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings.

Greco earned her J.D. with honors from 
the University of Texas School of Law. She 
earned her B.A. in political science from 
North Carolina State University.

Having spent her whole career practicing 
in Bankruptcy Administrator districts, she is 
excited about her new position and role in 
the Middle District of Alabama.
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continued, next page

Glenn from page 1

and many more who couldn’t be 
here. If we had fast-rail capability 
from South Florida and Tampa, we 
would need four churches for this 
celebration. And that’s what this 
is — a celebration.

Now, let me get something out 
of the way up front. Judge Glenn’s 
name is Paul Mitchell Glenn, Jr. But 
his mom always called him Bill. 
There are various stories about 
why, but no one seems to know 
for sure. One thing that is for sure 
is that if someone tells you they 
are a good friend of Paul Glenn, 
you know that can’t be true.

From my perch now, I see almost 
all facets of Bill’s world. I see his 
family, his Seminole friends, his Gator friends (yes, he had 
quite a few), his Blue Devil friends, his lawyer friends, his 
Jacksonville friends — including his San Jose friends and 
golf friends, and, finally, his judge and court staff friends. 
The only group not represented here are his animal friends, 
especially Bella. If I have missed a category, forgive me. I 
don’t know all of you, and I don’t know all of your stories 
of Bill. But hopefully I will share something that will strike a 
chord with your own recollections.

One thing I know you can relate to is that Bill would be 
extremely uncomfortable and even a bit embarrassed 
about being the center of attention. That was not his 
nature; he was sort of an extroverted introvert — a private 
man who enjoyed the company of others but eschewed 
the spotlight. Rather, he’d like to turn the spotlight on 
others — so he’d like me to talk about something he loved 
about each of you. But, as I said, we’re here to celebrate him 
and the gift to all of us that he is and was. [Pause.] And right 
now, he can’t stop me!

***
A Renaissance man

Judge Glenn was a very gifted man. A decade ago, I 
wrote him an email telling him that I consider him to be a 
Real Renaissance man and that that would be the title of 
my speech about him when he retired. I had no idea that 
the speech would occur in this setting instead. Bill had 
considerable, considerable gifts —

- the gifts of a keen intellect; curiosity; unparalleled 
patience; gentleness; generosity of his time, talent, and 
treasure; perception and focus; a mathematical mind that 
loved to reconcile statistics and predict trends;

- the gifts of a responsible work ethic; compassionate 
leadership; a playful sense of humor; the gift of storytelling; 

the ability to teach and mentor;

- the gifts of love of the arts — 
from classical or even country 
music to timeless poetry; the 
ability to play the piano; the 
ability to take the stage in musical 
theater; the ability to speak fluent 
French;

- the gifts of a love of history; a 
love of books; the ability to recite 
from memory classic literature, 
a favorite Scripture, or even 
show tunes — including the 
complicated quickstep-patter 
lyrics of [recite in rat-a-tat cadence] 
“We’ve got trouble right here in 
River City” from “The Music Man”;

- the gifts of the ability to fly an airplane well; superb 
athleticism — and not just confined to the hoops he loved 
to play in college; and,

- maybe his best gift, a magnificent ability to 
demonstrate other-centeredness as opposed to self-
centeredness. In particular, he was quick to compliment 
and promote his friends.

And there are even more gifts that I did not touch on. But 
Karen only gave me 15 minutes, which is 14 minutes and 50 
seconds longer than Bill would have liked it. And I’m likely 
to exceed Karen’s cap because he is really good material to 
talk about.

Many of Judge Glenn’s gifts led to significant recognition 
and positions, some of which you can read about in his 
obituary or on the back of your worship aid. To highlight a 
few:

- He was graduated cum laude from Florida State 
University and was a Phi Beta Kappa member and captain 
and MVP of the basketball team. Did you know that he 
turned down admission at Harvard to attend FSU? One 
teammate, Jeff Hogan, said of him, “he was probably the 
smartest guy who ever played basketball at Florida State.”

- He was president of the student body at Duke law 
school.

- He was appointed a judicial officer of the United States 
Courts, serving as a bankruptcy judge for more than 25 
years, the first 15 in Tampa — incidentally, to and from 
which he commuted every weekend by car, and then the 
last 10-plus here in his hometown.

- He was inducted as a fellow in the very exclusive 
American College of Bankruptcy.

Judge Glenn, a former member of Florida State’s men’s 
basketball team, proudly wearing his team jacket 
and holding the Jan. 7, 2014, Florida Times-Union 

commemorating FSU’s 14-0 football season.
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- He was awarded the coveted Robert W. Patton 
Outstanding Jurist Award by the Young Lawyers Division of 
the Hillsborough County Bar Association.

- And he was appointed to the Budget Committee of the 
Judicial Conference of the United States Courts, the policy-
making arm of our nation’s third branch. This appointment 
was probably the one he felt most important because it 
enabled him to serve all federal courts in the nation.

A man for others
Yes, Judge Glenn was a gifted Renaissance man, but he 

did not squander his gifts. Instead, he was a man for others, 
meaning he used his gifts in service to others. As one of 
his law clerks, Kristyn Leedekerken, put it, “He would most 
want to be remembered not for the countless accolades he 
received but rather for the personal impact he made upon 
those he encountered.”

You will hear from Chris Glenn that Bill was a gift to 
his family. I do not want to step on Chris’ lines, but I do 
want to drop a footnote to his remarks. Bill admired all 
of his children. He would proudly share with his friends 
something unique or interesting about each one of them 
that made him proud. Same with his wife, Karen. Same 
with his sister, Joan. Same with his dogs over the years, 
by the way. And same with his mother, Hortense, who 
became, as a single mother after his dad died early, the FSU 
dean of the School of Home Economics. His writings about 
her life lessons to him could be called the Code of Hortense 
and is yet another gift to his own kids.

***

This man for others was also a gift to his friends — and in 
many ways. Think for a moment on a special time you had 
with Bill. Right now. You know what I’m talking about.

For starters, he liked to make you laugh.

He might chuckle with you over country song lyrics he 
recently discovered such as:

Becky was a beauty from South Alabama

Her daddy had a heart like a nine-pound hammer

Think he even did a little time in the slammer

What was I thinkin’?

Or

There’s too much blood in my alcohol level.

Or

If your phone don’t ring

It’s me not calling.

He might amuse by expounding on the minutiae of the 
sights between Tampa and Jacksonville, which was that 
commute by car for about 15 years. He’d talk of a billboard 

about a secluded location, the billboard’s boasting that 
Happiness is No Tan Lines, or he’d talk of the Taxidermy 
Museum, Hawthorne Bingo, Kickin’ Bass Farm, the pet 
grooming business Clippity Do Dawg, the fish and goat 
farm Shongaloo, and the Pit Stop Café, Home of the Fried 
Tater Sandwich. All of this is chronicled in his continuously 
updated travelogue called “The Cross-Florida Trail Guide or 
Have More Fun on 301,” which is a very useful guide that I 
commend to you. And then he’d have fun sharing that the 
Waldo sheriff gave him a “Get Out of Jail Free” card. And he 
would even show you the card to prove it.

Karen, you bring that thing to Epping and let one of the 
bankruptcy judges here auction it off. It will pay for the 
reception! You know how Bill just loved a robust auction; 
remember that Amelia Island hotel?

He might bring to a golf tournament a can of Whup 
A-blank-blank (I can’t say the real word in a church) — 
this is a real product — or leave little smack-talk notes in 
the hole for the foursome coming up behind him in the 
tournament.

He might imitate for you his FSU basketball coach, Hugh 
Durham, which goes something like this (sorry Pastor, 
but this one is a direct quote so I have to say it) [imitating 
Judge Glenn imitating Coach]: “Glenn, what’s that 
horseshit? Get a haircut or don’t come back!”

He might send you a funny picture to rib you about your 
team’s loss or his team’s success or both. Or he might give 
you a good-natured jab if he won a bet against your team. 
The usual bet was something like having to wear an item 
of the other team’s colors or use a club cover bearing the 
rival’s logo or display the rival’s pennant or banner in some 
public fashion. Now, do you think this Gator fan is wearing 
garnet and gold today just out of respect? Well, actually, 
I am. Incidentally, speaking of the Gator-Seminole rivalry 
he reveled in, know this, now that he can’t stop me from 
sharing: He told me confidentially that he hoped the Gators 
repeated as NCAA basketball champs in 2007 — and that 
was when FSU was also in the March Madness dance — 
because, he confessed, he was a real fan of Billy Ball and 
had been for years. I had to slip that one in for his Gator 
golfing buddies here.

***

Another way Judge Glenn’s gifts played out as gifts to his 
friends was his ability to entertain with stories, an emotion-
evoking poem, or by playing a tune on the piano.

- He liked to quote Pat Conroy’s book “My Losing 
Season,” about Conroy’s basketball career at the Citadel, 
in which Bill’s FSU team was described thusly, and Bill put 
feeling into its retelling [imitate Judge Glenn’s soft, serious 

Glenn, continued

See “Glenn,” page 18
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As a husband, by his 
wife, Karen: I was the 
luckiest person in this 
world to have spent 
almost 30 years with 
this incredible man. He 
was kind, so sweet, so 
talented, so smart, so 
loving. He spoke French 
(I am fluent, too) when 
he kissed me. He was an 
incredible father to his 
children and to mine also. 
My kids adored him. I 
adored him and still am 
so in love with him. I go 
to see him every day at 
Oaklawn [in Jacksonville, 
his final resting place], and 
either [dogs] Bella or Lil 
Bill go with me. Lil Bill and 
I played Queen’s “You’re 
My Best Friend” for him 
[recently].

Bill absolutely loved being a judge. 
He always told me that being a 
bankruptcy judge was about helping people.

As a dad, from Catherine Glenn, his daughter: 
Dad was nothing if not humble, but he was also 
incredibly proud of his job and took it very seriously. 
He was an archetype of judicial temperament. Both 
in his work and at home, he was measured and 
considerate. He always listened carefully, looked 
for the best in people and gave the benefit of the 
doubt. Albeit in different contexts, the two things 
he impressed most upon me were “If you can’t 
say anything nice, don’t say anything at all” and 
“Looks like it’s time to sit down and get to work” 
(he told me his mom often said this to him, and he 
would say it to me whenever I was stressing about 
an upcoming assignment, sporting event or really 
anything else). He embraced and embodied each of 
these adages every day, an approach to life and to 
work that I’ve long admired and tried to emulate.

As a dad, from Jill Maloney, his stepdaughter: 
I would say, on my end, he was always the first one 
to say how proud he was of me but also of all of us. 
He would always listen to my day and give his input. 
[He] always seemed interested, [n]ever seemed 
obligated to listen. Every day he told Mom she was 
the love of his life and told her how beautiful she 
was. [W]hen I helped her with catering, it was funny 

[that] he was always the 
one to thank me for it. 
A particular memory I 
have is when we were 
young on the cruise and 
I wanted to dance, and 
he stood up to dance 
with me. I wish I had that 
picture. But he always 
asked me when I came 
home how my day was 
like — didn’t miss a 
beat even when he was 
getting really sick.

As a dad, from 
Chris Glenn, his son 
(excerpted from Chris’ 
eulogy): It probably 
comes as no surprise that 
a man who was loved, 
admired and respected 
by his professional 
cohorts was very much 
loved, admired and 

respected by his family, too. … 
[After Dad’s having married Karen, 

with two small children of her own,] [m]anaging five 
young kids [wa]s no small feat, so to be honest — it 
got pretty chaotic. Getting kids to multiple schools, 
sports practices, and having a range of ages meant 
a lot was always going on. With this new family 
evolved a new sense of humor in my dad, one that 
accepted that sometimes life can be a bit more 
chaotic than you might plan for and sometimes 
you just have to roll with it. What did not change, 
however, was that baseline of love and trust that his 
entire family felt, which only grew stronger with all 
of us over time.

It was also around this age that we all started to 
understand his wisdom a little better. In times of 
doubt, there are “Dad maxims” that each of us have 
burned in our memories such as “If you can’t say 
anything nice, don’t say anything at all.”

It is also around this age that we started to realize, 
beyond our own love for him, how loved and 
trusted he was in his community. An interesting fact 
about Dad that I’m sure everyone would believe is 
that, while he was multi-talented, he was the 

continued, next page

Bill Glenn, family man

On the first anniversary of Judge Bill Glenn’s passing, July 7, 2020, his 
wife, Karen, brought a cosmo to his grave at Oaklawn to celebrate 

with him.
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Glenn Family, continued

continued, next page

same person in all facets of his life. We loved and 
listened to him for the same reasons that you loved 
and listened to him. Amongst the accolades about 
Dad — a successful career, a collegiate athlete, a 
gifted musician — he was the same person outside 
of the house as he was inside, and because he was 
so humble, you might never know these things 
because he didn’t believe in boasting about them. 
He simply just excelled in them. In the last week 
alone, my sister Catherine ... mentioned a new fact 
that we didn’t know until recently: that Dad was 
also a double major in math and English. As many 
of you might not have known some of these facts, 
we didn’t either, because attributes like humility, 
along with equality, kindness and dignity, ruled 
at home the same as they defined his courtroom 
because those attributes defined the person. As 
kids, we’d jokingly ask each other what hidden 
vices our father might have, and not only would 
those conversations not yield any result, but we’d 
be hard pressed to even experience him speaking 
ill of any other person, ever.

There is no way to entirely sum him up because 
he was so talented, so multifaceted, a true 
“Renaissance man” as many called him, so all of his 
positive attributes wouldn’t fit into any one speech. 
You would need volumes to accurately describe 
those. But the irony is that I don’t feel like I have 
to do that in this room because, as someone said 
recently, “You’d have to go extremely far and wide 
to find a single person who did not love your Dad.” 
... The best that we can do now is not to be sad 
that he is gone, but to be grateful for the amazing 
father, husband, colleague or friend that we were 
fortunate enough to have for as long as we had 
him, and live our lives as best we can in his spirit 
of values like humility, kindness and dignity to 
honor him. To not overly boast or brag about our 
accomplishments, but to rather just excel in the 
things we are most passionate in. To laugh when 
life gets chaotic. To remember that our time is 
limited so we must always “thank the universe” for 
having the people we care about in our lives in the 
moments that we have them, and to remember to 
always tell them we love them.

Judge Bill Glenn and Karen, on their wedding day.

Judge Bill Glenn with his wife, Karen, and her children, Kevin  
and Jill.
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Glenn Family, continued

Judge Bill Glenn, a talented athlete, and 
Karen enjoyed skiing.

Judge Glenn at the beach with Chance, one of his  
beloved dogs.

Judge Glenn with his children Catherine Glenn and Chris Glenn.

Judge Glenn enjoys his grandson Will 
Galbally, Catherine Glenn’s child.

Judge Glenn and children Claire Glenn, left, and Catherine Glenn.

Judge Glenn and his wife, Karen, share a 
romantic sunset.
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Editor’s note: The Historical 
News greatly appreciates the 
assistance of Judge Bill Glenn’s 
law clerks Cindy Turner and 
Kristyn Leedekerken with 
creating this list. With more than 
1,000 of Judge Glenn’s decisions 
to choose from, those who were 
at his elbow know best what he 
would have wanted included.

1. Bertelt v. U.S. (In re Bertelt), 
206 B.R 587 (Bankr. M.D. Fla. 
1996) (Debtor-taxpayer’s 
challenge to validity and 
extent of federal tax liens 
resolved in favor of the United 
States; discussion regarding 
creation of federal tax liens 
and state law recording 
requirements.)

2. In re Wincek, 202 B.R. 
161 (Bankr. M.D. Fla. 1996) 
(Dismissed Chapter 13 case 
because debtor’s assertion of 
Fifth Amendment privilege 
impeded administration of 
the case.)

3. Official Committee of 
Unsecured Creditors v. State 
of Florida (In re Tower Environmental, 
Inc.), 260 B.R. 213 (Bankr. M.D. Fla. 
1998) (Debtor corporation received 
reasonably equivalent value 
for transfers made to state to fulfill plea agreement 
obligations in exchange for state’s not prosecuting a 
45-count criminal indictment and allowing the debtor to 
remain in business.)

4. In re Keller Financial Services of Florida, Inc., 248 B.R. 
859 (Bankr. M.D. Fla. 2000) (Ordered debtor’s counsel to 
disgorge almost $1.8 million due to disclosure violations.)

5. In re Alipour, 252 B.R. 230 (Bankr. M.D. Fla. 2000) 
(Legal malpractice claim was property of the estate as 
“sufficiently rooted in the prebankruptcy past.”)

6. In re Cameron, 305 B.R. 94 (Bankr. M.D. Fla. 2003) (In 
a case of apparent first impression for bankruptcy courts 
in the Eleventh Circuit as to whether the degree of proof 
to show that an omitted debt is excepted from discharge 
under § 523(a)(3)(B) as being a debt “of a kind specified 

Glimpses of Judge Glenn’s legal legacy 
through the years

in” § 523(a)(2) may be less 
than the degree of proof 
required to show that a debt 
is excepted from discharge 
under § 523(a)(2) itself, held: 
the wording of § 523(a)(3)(B) 
does not reduce the burden 
of proof required to establish 
that an omitted debt would 
be dischargeable under § 
523(a)(2), (4), or (6)).

7. Jennings v. Quarles & 
Brady, LLP (In re Jennings), 
378 B.R. 678 (Bankr. M.D. Fla. 
2006) (Creditor had standing 
to pursue legal malpractice 
claim against debtor’s former 
counsel on behalf of the 
estate.)

8. Bronson v. CHC Industries, 
Inc. (In re CHC Industries, Inc.), 
389 B.R. 767 (Bankr. M.D. Fla. 
2007) (Reorganized Chapter 
11 debtor was barred by res 
judicata effect of bankruptcy 
court order approving a 
sale of debtor’s property to 
prospective purchaser from 
pursuing state court fraud 
action against purchaser and 
its principal for allegedly 
concealing fact that purchaser 
could immediately resell 

property to third party for $845,000 more than what 
debtor had agreed to accept.)

9. World Capita Communications, Inc. v. Island Capital 
Management, LLC. (In re Skyway Communications Holding 
Corp.), 389 B.R. 801 (Bankr. M.D. Fla. 2008) (In pari delicto 
defense to bar unjust enrichment claim could not be 
determined on a motion to dismiss.)

10. Farm Credit of Florida, ACA v. Sugarleaf Timber, LLC 
(In re Sugarleaf Timber, LLC), 529 B.R. 317 (M.D. Fla. 2015) 
(Affirming Judge Glenn’s decision, which was based 
on conflicting evidence and credibility determinations, 
that dirt-for-debt plan provided creditor indubitable 
equivalent of its claim.)

Judge Bill Glenn was responsible for more than 1,000 decisions.

continued, next page

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=11USCAS523&originatingDoc=Ib7890c166e6311d98778bd0185d69771&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=11USCAS523&originatingDoc=Ib7890c166e6311d98778bd0185d69771&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=11USCAS523&originatingDoc=Ib7890c166e6311d98778bd0185d69771&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
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11. RMS Titanic, Inc. v. French 
Republic (In re RMS Titanic, Inc.), 
569 B.R. 825 (Bankr. M.D. Fla. 
2017) (After entry of a clerk’s 
default against France in a 
declaratory action seeking 
determination that France had 
no interest in Titanic artifacts, 
court would not enter default 
judgment because current 
record did not contain “evidence 
satisfactory to the court” that 
France had no interest in the 
subject artifacts, as required 
for default judgment under the 
Foreign Sovereign Immunities 
Act.)

12. Complicated Chapter 11 
cases resulting in confirmed 
plans: (i) In re Amelia Island 
Company, Case No. 3:09-bk-9601, 
involving a 1,350-acre resort, plan 
confirmed on Aug. 27, 2010; (ii) In re 
RQB Resort LP (a/k/a Sawgrass Marriott Resort and Cabana 
Club), Case No. 3:10-bk-1596, involving a resort and golf 
destination under TPC agreement with the PGA Tour, 

Legacy, continued

Judge Glenn shared his legal expertise by offering instruction in “Bankruptcy Basics”  
on YouTube.
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voice]: “We sized up the Seminoles 
on the other end of the court. They 
looked like a race of well-fed giants, 
long-limbed and stately, they carried 
themselves with the confidence of a 
team who knew the Citadel was not in 
their league.”

- With his story-telling skills, he 
painted pictures for us with his words. 
Close your eyes and imagine his soft-
spoken cadence as I read this. On the 
beauty of the Ocala horse country, he 
wrote, “In the late afternoons when the 
rolling green fields and white fences 
that are still in the sunlight are bright, 
but the sun is low and the shadows are 
long and the colors of the fields and the 
trees in the shadows are deep and rich, 
and the horses are grazing, and the dogs 
are running in the fields, there is little that 
can match that.”

- He loved to read or recite from 
memory poetry to his friends, classic poetry. 
Catherine will read one of his favorites 
for you, “Ithaca,” in a few minutes. And he would weave 
his favorite poetry into speeches and eulogies as a very 
effective thematic device.

- He loved to introduce his friends to good writing and 
good classical music. He would send well-written articles. 
In recommending a favorite classical piece, Rimsky-
Korsakov’s “Russian Easter Overture,” he would tell you, “It 
begins softly, as does the day …. and finishes in a full and 
rich finale.”

- And he made you peaceful as you watched him stoop 
over the keyboard of a piano, tinkling the keys with his big 
hands. He played an especially haunting “Clair de Lune.” 
Not many know that he took up piano as adult, an older 
adult at that.

***

Maybe Judge Glenn’s best gift to his friends came in the 
form of building you up. His gift of being other-centered 
was most evident here. Almost every single time he 
greeted a friend, he would start with a compliment or 
praise for some accomplishment. When introducing his 
friends, he would start with a laudatory pat on the back of 
some kind. As Judge Jeff Hopkins told me, “Judge Glenn 
lived his life as though he had in mind the words from the 
great poet Maya Angelou: ‘At the end of the day, people 
won’t remember what you said or did, they will remember 
how you made them feel.’” And he made us all feel better 
about ourselves after visiting with him.

One of the best tributes I read recently 
on Bill’s being a gift to his friends was 
this, from Chief District Judge Steve 
Merryday: “Bill’s friendship was one of 
the singular rewards I have had during 
my term of service on the court.”

***

This man for others is and was a gift 
both to his craft — the law — and to the 
legal community.

He served us so well for so long 
as a judicial officer, for more than 25 
years. Here I must pause to give special 
thanks to the Eleventh Circuit Court of 
Appeals and Judge Gerald Bard Tjoflat, 
who is here, for giving Judge Glenn the 
appointment so that he could apply his 
gifts in Tampa and Jacksonville. You see, 

the legal community, at least in Tampa, 
did not know Judge Glenn when he 
came on and maybe didn’t immediately 
appreciate the Eleventh Circuit’s choice. 

But, oh man, did we ever — once he got on 
the job.

Judge Glenn had a great work ethic. He was all about 
getting the job done, but in a thoughtful, considered 
manner. His legacy includes 1,057 opinions, not counting 
daily orders, according to his other law clerk, Cindy Turner. 
They cover a range of issues, but Judge Glenn never 
thought any was unimportant. He presided over big cases 
just as intently as he presided over the consumer cases.

Judge Glenn was a master at listening, so as to leave a 
firm impression in the litigants’ minds that they had had 
their full day and full say in court.

When I say full day, I mean it. I remember the first day 
of hearings when the new Gibbons courthouse in Tampa 
opened. The air conditioning in the building went off in 
the early evening, but we were there sweating until about 
11 that night. And legend has it that the Netwolves case 
lasted until midnight. “He handled each case as if it were 
his first and only case on the docket,” said Barry Clark, his 
courtroom deputy for all 25 years.

Our bench’s younger colleagues who appeared before 
him recall how Judge Glenn operated, and I think we all 
see him as a role model for what we should do.

Colleague Judge Caryl Delano describes a typical Judge 
Glenn hearing like this: “He was the kind of judge before 
whom lawyers loved to appear. He was always prepared, 
listened carefully and treated everyone with respect. Win 

Glenn, from page 12

continued, next page

Judge Glenn listens to the 
announcement about a local best 

judge award — not knowing yet that 
he was to be the honoree.
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Glenn, continued

or lose, everyone who appeared before him, especially 
the parties themselves, felt that they had had their day in 
court. He never failed to compliment the parties on their 
work. Once when I left his courtroom, one of the other 
attorneys remarked that a hearing with Judge Glenn was 
like a neck massage — whether you won or lost, you felt 
good afterwards.”

He was mindful to render his rulings as soon as he could, 
preferably right there in the courtroom after a hearing 
or trial. Colleague Judge Mike Williamson remembers 
it this way, “His soft manner belied his ability to make 
difficult decisions — typically from the bench immediately 
following the close of evidence — which he would work 
up on his legal pad while we all looked on waiting in 
anticipation for an answer to the issues presented to him. 
And answer he did ... explaining his ruling in a fashion that, 
while some parties may not have achieved their objectives, 
all understood the well-reasoned analysis that supported 
his rulings.”

Explaining his ruling and even apologizing to the losing 
side was a hallmark of the way he treated litigants. He did 
so because he cared about and appreciated the impact his 
decision would have on the losing side.

Steve Busey, one of our bar’s veteran litigators, wrote 
Judge Glenn very recently on the occasion of the judge’s 
impending retirement. Steve summed up beautifully 
what Judge Glenn brought to the legal community. Steve 
wrote, “Your knowledge and application of the law, your 
leadership in the Court, your remarkable, patient judicial 
temperament and your consistent pleasant and welcoming 
disposition are, genuinely, unparalleled in my 50-year 
experience as a member of the Bar.”

* * *

And, finally, this man for others was a gift to his judicial 
colleagues and staff.

His current chamber staff, Barry, Cindy and Kristyn, as 
well as past law clerks Joyce Stevens, Vicki Critchlow and 
Alana Williams and past judicial assistant Laura Stevenson, 
would want us to know that they saw Judge Glenn as kind 
and generous a boss as he was a judge.

Our judges, to a person, appreciate what Judge Glenn 
did to promote collegiality and unity among the judges in 
our district. At what was then a difficult time for our court, 
he, as the new chief judge, started the transformation 
towards consensus and uniformity. He kept the judges 
informed and treated them all as the equals they are, 
and he led the judges to group decision-making without 
dissension. And, with his successor Karen Jennemann 

Judge Glenn is surrounded by all five of his children: From 
left, Kevin Maloney, Jill Maloney, Chris Glenn, Claire Glenn and 

Catherine Glenn.

Judge Bill Glenn donned stylish shades for his 70th birthday in 
2015.

Judge Glenn and his dog Sadie discuss the Final Jeopardy answer. continued, next page
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having built on his foundation, now we are a model of 
uniformity for other bankruptcy courts in the nation.

Before I begin my concluding remarks, I would be remiss 
if I did not publicly and on behalf of our judges, including 
Bill, thank Judge Jerry Funk for the assistance he rendered 
to Bill and his caseload during Bill’s health challenges. We 
— and I think I can speak for the bar, too — are all grateful 
to you, Jerry.

***
Conclusion

Bill Glenn, we thank you for the gift that is you. In 
whatever capacity we know Bill, this gifted man and his 
gifts to us here have inspired us to be mindful and listen, 
be better storytellers, to sing, to joke, read good literature 
— including poetry, to do our jobs well, to be more patient, 
to listen to classical music and even corny country songs, 
to not take golf so seriously that you can’t have fun with it, 
to brag about our relatives, to offer a can of Whup A-blank-
blank to someone who wears the colors of a college rival, 
to be deliberate in our thinking, and, importantly, to be 
more generous with our praise of others.

Bill, you gave your gifted self in so many ways — some 
I have mentioned and others I didn’t, and like a child who 

Glenn, continued

opens gifts on a birthday, we are delighted that you did. 
Aren’t we all better people for that?

In conclusion, as a tip of the hat to his love of poetry, I 
offer one that sums up Bill, a Renaissance man and a man 
for others, pretty well. It’s “Success,” by Bessie Anderson 
Stanley:

He has achieved success
Who has lived well,
Laughed often, and loved much.

Who has enjoyed the trust of pure women,
The respect of intelligent men and
The love of little children

Who has filled his niche and accomplished his task
Who has left this world better than he found it

Who has never lacked appreciation of Earth’s beauty
Or failed to express it

Who has always looked for the best in others and
Given them the best he had

Whose life was an inspiration
Whose memory a benediction.
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agencies work in these building to resolve disputes, 
enforce laws and protect public rights. So, what makes the 
federal courthouse in Orlando different from any other 
courthouse?

Federal courts grew as Orlando grew
Federal courts had two prior homes in Orlando. Initially, 

traveling federal judges from the Southern District of 
Florida used hearing space in a small, multi-use federal 
building that was located on the appropriately named 
Court Street, across the street from the state courthouse. 
Judges visited infrequently because Orlando was a small 
town with fewer than 75,000 people.

But, in 1941, Orlando’s federal courts, still a part of the 
Southern District of Florida, found a permanent home at 
51 E. Jefferson St. in a specially constructed U.S. Post Office 
and Courthouse.

However, by 1962, when the Middle District of Florida 
was founded, Orlando had tripled in size to more than 
225,000 people. We gained our first full-time district 
judge, the Hon. George C. Young. And, the courthouse, 
which hosted different hearings and functions, including 
bankruptcy proceedings, was outgrowing its space. It was 
time for a new building devoted exclusively to the federal 
judiciary.

So, in 1974, after Disney World opened and, with 
Orlando’s rapid growth to 400,000 people, the federal 
courts moved to their current location near Interstate 
4 and Central Boulevard in downtown Orlando. The 
first federal courthouse on this site was a postmodern 
industrial style structure completed in 1975.

 Orlando continued to grow, increasing in size to more 
than 1.4 million people in 2007. The number of federal 
district judges correspondingly increased, from one to six 
resident district judges by 2007. The building also housed 
other governmental agencies, such as the Social Security 
Administration, the U.S. Attorney’s Office, the U.S. Marshal 
and others. The bankruptcy court was moved to leased 
space across the street in a private building. The court 
again was bursting at the seams, and more space was 
needed.

Unified judicial campus
In 2007, the Orlando Division of the U.S. District Court 

moved into its new home next door. In 2012, the building 
formerly used by the district court was renovated and 
backfilled by the bankruptcy court and other federal 
agencies rejoining the court family. For once, the federal 
courts and related agencies had well-constructed and 
ample space for their work.

The current Orlando federal courthouse complex is 
unique because of its campus-like connection to the local 

Orlando, from page 1

community, with the neighboring public park. A covered 
walkway links the district court and bankruptcy court, 

The first federal courthouse at its current location was a 
postmodern industrial style structure completed in 1975.

The district court and the bankruptcy court are housed in separate 
buildings but are linked by a covered walkway.

In designing the district court’s expansive space, architect Andrea 
Leers was inspired by Orlando’s legacy of postwar public buildings 

using glass and concrete structures.

continued, next page
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Orlando, continued

which are housed in two separate buildings.

Architect Andrea Leers designed the district court’s 
expansive space. She was trained in the modernist, 
Japanese tradition. Her design was inspired by Orlando’s 
legacy of postwar public buildings using glass and 
concrete structures. In keeping with that theme, the 
building is made of glass, concrete and metal. As Leers 
noted, courthouse architecture should “express the 
dignity and stability of the judicial process, establish a 
balance between openness and security and positively 
contribute to the urban and regional setting with 
inventiveness and renewed energy.”

In 2007, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas 
gave the keynote address at the dedication of the 
district courthouse.

With the district court relocated to premier new 
space, the General Services Administration’s Southeast 
Sunbelt Region, funded by the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, then transformed the original federal 
building into a modern masterpiece of environmental 
sensitivity and beauty. This building, rededicated in 
2012, mostly houses the bankruptcy court and U.S. 
Attorneys’ Office. The public entrance was relocated to 
face the public park and is illuminated with a glass lobby 
inviting visitors to explore the park connecting the two 
buildings.

Aside from the buildings themselves, the judicial 
campus is positioned between the city’s business 
district and an economically underserved residential 
neighborhood. This space is a transition point between 
the two areas. We are a welcoming bridge across the 
barrier that the interstate creates between the two 
neighborhoods. The central park, designed by Dan Kiley, is 
open for public use and has sitting areas that anyone may 
use during business hours.

The most critical aspect of the complex is the very place 
where a person can address the judiciary directly — the 
courtrooms. The courtrooms in the district court and 
bankruptcy court are all close to each other and offer 
separate entrances for the public and staff.

There are other government agencies in the complex, 
including the U.S. Marshal, Pretrial Services, Probation, the 
U.S. Attorney and the U.S. Trustee. Working in proximity 
fosters communication between branches of government.

The courts also are directly across the street from 
the Florida A&M University College of Law. FAMU is a 
historically black college, and students from FAMU may 
complete internships and tours at the courts.

Art inspires visitors
The Orlando judicial campus beautifully integrates 

inspiring art. The atrium of the district court includes six 
beautiful stained-glass windows created by New York 

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas and the judges of the U.S. 
District Court for the Middle District of Florida, at the 2007 dedication of 

the courthouse.

The public entrance features a glass lobby inviting visitors to explore the 
park connecting the two buildings.

The courtrooms in the district court and bankruptcy court offer 
separate entrances for the public and staff.

continued, next page
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Orlando, continued

artist Al Held (1928-2005). Held titled this impressive 
work “Gravity’s Strings.” The largest window is 50 feet 
by 20 feet. These windows allow light to filter into 
and out of the building, warming the environment 
for everyone. When the time is right, magnificent 
colors are seen on the sidewalks outside and on the 
tile inside. Each window is unique but shares common 
characteristics. Held was supposed to complete only 
the one large window, but he was so pleased with the 
reception he received in Orlando that he donated five 
additional processional windows.

Next door at the bankruptcy court, Nigerian-born 
artist Odili Donald Odita painted the recognizable 
artwork in the lobby directly on the dark wood, using 
traditional Nigerian colors. Visitors walk from the 
security screening station through the lobby toward 
the elevators passing by Odita’s colorful, inspiring work. 
This is what the public views upon entering the building. 
Odita noted that the patterns in his work are somewhat 
like the highs and lows of filing bankruptcy and then 
receiving a fresh financial start.

History infuses the campus
The Orlando judicial campus is named in honor of the 

Hon. George C. Young, appointed by President John F. 
Kennedy in 1961. He was the first federal district judge 
in Orlando. Judge Young presided over landmark cases 
during his tenure, including school integration, carving 
out land for the Kennedy Space Center, and important 
sex discrimination cases. Judge Young is remembered 
as a man with an encyclopedic memory of case law who 
heard cases into his 90s.

The importance of federal courts is recognized in 
the extensive historical exhibits in the lobby of the 
bankruptcy court and the lobby and mezzanine of the 
district court. These exhibits educate the public about 
the role of the judiciary, how the public interacts with the 
court system and other historically significant events in 
the Middle District of Florida.

Sharing our space
The federal judicial campus encourages the exchange 

of ideas. In the district court building, a law library is open 
to the public. People may research, read newspapers and 
use the library facilities during business hours.

Many luncheons take place in both buildings. 
Organizations such as the Federal Bar Association, the 
Orange County Bar Association and the Central Florida 
Bankruptcy Law Association hold “brown bag” luncheons. 
These more casual gatherings encourage participants to 
bring their own lunch and sit down for a chat with their 
colleagues about legal issues. The “Lunch and Learn” 
series from the Federal Bar Association brings dynamic 

Florida A&M University’s College of Law sits across the street from  
the courts.

The atrium of the district court includes six stained-glass windows 
by New York artist Al Held.

speakers to the complex. Both buildings have hosted the 
“State of the District” addresses at which the chief district 
judge or chief bankruptcy judge updates the bar and 
public on recent developments and projects happening in 
the Middle District.

continued, next page
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Orlando, continued

Helping the unrepresented
Legal aid clinics are offered at the district court and 

bankruptcy court. For the district court, the Federal Bar 
Association sponsors a Legal Information Program that 
takes place at the district courthouse. This gives litigants 
without lawyers an opportunity to meet face-to-face 
with an attorney. The clinic is staffed by the Community 
Legal Services of Mid-Florida. Volunteer attorneys will 
answer general questions about procedures that govern 
cases in federal court. Office hours are offered weekly. 
The Hon. Roy B. Dalton, Jr., a U.S. district judge in 
Orlando, received the 2019 Florida Supreme Court Chief 
Justice’s Distinguished Federal Judicial Service Award 
for his work in opening and supporting this legal clinic.

A Pro Se Assistance Clinic opened near the 
bankruptcy court in 2012. Volunteer lawyers, who 
contributed 240 hours of their time to help 345 clients 
in 2017, explain basic bankruptcy terms and concepts to 
unrepresented individuals, help them complete official 
forms and sometimes assist in finding a no-fee or low-
fee lawyer, if appropriate. Law students at Barry University 

devote numerous hours at the clinic under the supervision 
of their bankruptcy professor. In 2014, the Central Florida 
Bankruptcy Law Association received the Florida Supreme 
Court Chief Justice’s Voluntary Bar Association Pro Bono 
Service Award for its work in operating the clinic.

The Orlando Federal Courthouse complex is a place 
where people can see the building blocks of our 
democracy at work. We have a unique and unified 
campus, give our visitors a relaxing public park to enjoy, 
inspire our visitors with art, teach the importance of the 
federal courts, serve as a public gathering place and help 
unrepresented individuals who need a little assistance. 
Come visit us the next time you are in Orlando!

At the bankruptcy court, Nigerian-born artist Odili Donald Odita painted 
using traditional Nigerian colors.  

The campus is named in honor of the Hon. George C. Young, the first 
federal district judge in Orlando.

The lobby of the bankruptcy court and the lobby and mezzanine  
of the district court feature historical exhibits.
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Legal aid clinics are offered at both the 
district court and bankruptcy court.

The Orlando Federal Courthouse complex is a place where people can see the building 
blocks of our democracy at work.

Visit the 11th Circuit Historical  
Society Website to view all issues  

of the Society’s newsletter:
https://sites.google.com/site/circuit11history
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