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Casie Collignon works at the 
unique intersection of  data 
privacy and litigation, where 

technology sometimes moves faster 
than the law itself.

“Not many people are doing what 
we’re doing in Denver,” Collignon 
said. 

Although her expertise spans class 
action defense and complex com-
mercial litigation, the BakerHostetler 
partner said about 80 percent of  her 
practice is currently focused on litiga-
tion that involves data breaches and 
privacy issues. Collignon is one of  a 
few attorneys shaping the legal land-
scape in an industry that moves as 
quickly as water through fingers. 

For instance, Collignon successful-
ly sought the dismissal with prejudice 
of  a class action complaint against 
video game giant GameStop in 2015 
in federal district court in Minnesota 
and earned an appellate endorsement 
of  the ruling in the 8th Circuit Court 
of  Appeals in August. The plaintiffs 
originally claimed the retailer violated 
its own privacy policy by sharing con-
sumer data with social media entities 
such as Facebook. The federal appeals 
court upheld the dismissal with the 
reasoning that the plaintiffs did not 
specify any contract terms that held 
GameStop to a duty to protect user-
names and browsing histories. 

The plaintiffs’ claims that the gam-
ing retailer transferred data to potential 
third parties did not rise to a violation 
of  consumer protection laws either, 
Collignon said. And this kind of  litiga-
tion isn’t going away, she said. Users 
can sign into various online platforms 
using their social media accounts, es-
pecially those with the presence of  
Facebook. Databases of  consumer 
information are only getting larger and 
data mining more sophisticated. 

From all corners, the legal sys-
tem and profession is notoriously 

slow-moving. According to Collignon, 
those kinds of  cases raise questions of  
whether the law was even intended to 
keep up with the kind of  rapidly evolv-
ing technology that is employed by 
software and social media companies. 
Seeking the answer has been an excit-
ing enterprise, she said. 

“This is cutting-edge litigation that 
the law has not exactly caught up to 
yet,” Collignon said. “To tailor the law 
to catch up to technology is a real chal-
lenge for our profession. When you’re 
researching case law in similar areas, it 
almost doesn’t apply.”

Despite a bustling privacy practice, 
Collignon has had a busy year in the 
insurance litigation space. She was 
victorious in January in a class action 
against Progressive in the Northern 
District of  Illinois with claims in-
volving consumer fraud, fraudulent 
misrepresentation and negligent mis-
representation. The case was resolved 
with a dismissal with prejudice in all 
but one of  the allegations. 

“I have a good, longstanding rela-
tionship with Progressive,” Collignon 
said. “When I first walked in, they were 
already a client for the firm. Now I’m 
first-chairing class actions for them. It 
makes those wins really important to 
me.”

She also won at the Colorado Court 
of  Appeals in a case involving a novel 
question in state case law; the panel 
of  judges unanimously reversed a trial 
court’s denial of  Fred Loya Insurance’s 
right to intervene. The litigator will 
take on the role of  litigation coordina-
tor for BakerHostetler’s Denver office 
beginning next year. The new job title 
comes with management responsibili-
ties for the firm’s litigation team and 
liaising with 13 other offices across the 
U.S. According to the firm, Collignon’s 
ascension to the role at the age of  39 
is a testament to her competence, and 
she will be the only female practice 
team lead in the firm’s Denver office. 

Collignon was also part of  a 

headline-making case in a pro bono 
capacity, co-leading a team in conjunc-
tion with the ACLU of  Colorado in 
winning a $375,000 settlement for two 
women — of  a total 40 individuals — 
who were wrongfully arrested in 2013 
by the Trinidad Police Department in a 
drug sting based on false information 
from an unreliable informant earlier 
this year. 

Collignon said the attorneys were 
lucky to find plaintiffs who were up-
standing citizens and said when stings 
based on false information target 
individuals with any kind of  criminal 
history, they have a hard time proving 
their innocence. It was an injustice all 
around, she said. The city made the 
payout after Danika Gonzales and Fe-
licia Valdez filed a lawsuit after their 
arrest and subsequent prosecution lost 
them their jobs and Valdez was evicted 
from her federally subsidized home 
along with her children. 

None of  the 40 arrests resulted in 
convictions for drug offenses, and the 
police department has agreed not to 
conduct the annual roundup of  arrests 
after the 2013 sting made headlines 
across the state. 

“It just made me so angry,” Col-
lignon said. “It became so much less 
about the money. At the end of  the 
day, it became about vindication and 
making them change their policies.”

Trinidad is a small town, and the 
informant was using her status to “ful-
fill personal vendettas,” according to 
Collignon. Valdez, a probation officer, 
had a hand in the informant’s children 
being taken away, according to Colli-
gnon. Valdez was giving an ethics sem-
inar when she was purportedly selling 
drugs. Simple police work would have 
proven her innocence, she said. 

“In my opinion, it was so inde-
fensible, there is no explanation for 
continuing that investigation at all,” 
Collignon said. “Two of  the people 
who she told them she sold drugs to 
were in jail at the time.” 

At the end of  the day, Collignon 
said she was grateful for the experience. 

“We are a corporate defense firm,” 
Collignon said. “We can learn better 
defense by being a plaintiffs’ attorney 
from time to time, especially from tak-
ing on a pro bono case.” •

— Hannah Skewes, HGarcia@circuitmedia.com

To tailor the law to catch 
up to technology is a real 
challenge for our profession. 
When you’re researching 
case law in similar areas, it 
almost doesn’t apply.

− Casie Collignon
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